Troop 216 Typical Eagle Ceremony Script Template

Call to Order

Mstr of Ceremony
(Comes to the front and gives the Scout Sign until silence is achieved.)




I am now going to light the Spirit of Scouting Candle.




(Lights the candle with a lighter, and takes position at the podium.)




Color Guard….present Colors!




(Gives Scout Salute while Colors are being presented.)

Color Guard
(Advances Colors from the back of the room, stops front and center, and turns to face the audience; lifts the US flag and dips the Troop flag.)

Candle Lighters
(Follow Color Guard to the front in single file, proceed around left side of table on stage; each candle lighter will position himself behind their respective colored candle facing the audience.)

Mstr of Ceremony
Please rise and join me in the Pledge of Allegiance.


(Turns to face the US flag, continues Scout Salute.  Jointly, all recite the Pledge of Allegiance. When the pledge is finished, and while maintaining the Scout Salute…) 

Color Guard….post the Colors!

Color Guard
(Posts Colors in their respective stands on the flanks of the stage.) 

Mstr of Ceremony
(After the colors are posted.)




Two!

Color Guard

(Walk to their seats in the audience.)

Mstr of Ceremony
We will now begin with the Candle Ceremony.




(Returns to his seat behind the podium)

Candle Lighter 1
(After the Color Guard and Mike are seated.)

The red of my flag is the lifeblood of brave men ready to die or worthily live for this, our Country.

(Lights RED candle from the Spirit of Scouting Candle.)

Candle Lighter 2
The white of my flag is for purity, cleanliness of purpose, thought, word and deed.

(Lights WHITE candle from the Spirit of Scouting Candle.)

Candle Lighter 3
The blue of my flag is for faith and loyalty, like the eternal blue of the star-filled heavens.

(Lights BLUE candle from the Spirit of Scouting Candle.)

Candle Lighters
(Turn to left, and in a single file return to their seats in the audience.)

Chaplain
(Walks up to the podium. Says appropriate Scouting-themed Invocation of his choice, and returns to his seat in the front row.) 

Scoutmaster

(Scoutmaster walks up to the podium from the audience.)

On behalf of Troop 216, I would like to welcome you to the Court of Honor for [Eagle candidate name] on this ____ day of [month] in the year Two Thousand  and ____.

(Motions toward each person as they are mentioned)

I would like to personally welcome the FAMILY, FRIENDS, and FELLOW SCOUTS of our eagle candidate.  Attending today’s ceremony are the following members of [Eagle candidate name] family:

His parents…. [first and last name]



His sister…. [first and last name]
His Grandmother…. [first and last name]



His Uncle and Aunt …[first and last name]



[add any other relationships and names]

With us today is ________________ from the Cary Apex Elks Lodge Number 2798.  We would like to thank them for being present today and generously donating the Eagle Scout Award kit. 

I would also like to give special recognition to ________ ______, from the Knights of Columbus, who is attending our ceremony today.  We appreciate the role that the Knights continue to provide in helping our Scouting program, 
[Recognize anyone else that is a special guest at the ceremony]

I would also like to recognize past Troop 216 Scoutmaster(s) [name(s)]
The time has come to recognize our recipient of Scouting’s highest honor, that of Eagle rank.  By the authority vested in me by the Boy Scouts of America, I now declare this Eagle Scout Court of Honor officially open.   Today, one individual will receive his Eagle rank.  He has been tested along the Scouting trail, and proudly wears his merit badges.  He has tasted the thrill of service to our community, and has found that it is truly better to serve than to be served.

Eagle Scout candidate, please rise, and come forward.

([Eagle candidate name] will walk to the front and face the audience.)
Now former Troop 216 scoutmaster, [name], will tell us something about why EAGLE is the highest rank in Scouting.

(Scoutmaster will take his seat behind the podium.)

Trail to Eagle

Past Scoutmaster
I am the Eagle.  Since the beginning of time, man has used my brothers and me as a symbol of royalty, power, victory, authority, and valor.  My strength and courage have inspired men through the ages.  Ancient man looked upon me as inveterate enemy of serpents.  They saw the battle between the sun and clouds as battles between an eagle and a serpent.


The ancient Assyrians associated me with Ashur, the great sun god.  I was held in awe and worshipped for my majestic beauty.  In the Assyrian myths, I was a symbol of storms and lightning and the god who carried souls to Hades.


In India and Babylon I was the symbol of fire, of wind and storms, and the bringer of immortality.


In the golden age of Greece, I was a symbol of victory and supreme spiritual energy.  I was the sacred bird of Zeus, the ruler of all gods.  The Greeks represented me with wings outstretched holding a serpent in my claws.  Thus, I represented the triumph of good over evil.


In Rome, I was the symbol of Jupiter, the supreme god.  The Romans saw me as the symbol for victory.  As Roman legions conquered the world, they marched under the standard of the eagle, with outstretched wings.  The silver eagle was the symbol of the republic and the Roman Empire used the golden eagle as its symbol.  I became the personal emblem of the Caesars, representing supreme authority.


In the Middle Ages, I became the symbol of Germany.  And, as falconry flourished as a sport in Europe, only kings were allowed to hunt with an eagle.


The rise of Christianity brought me still more honor.  To the early Christians, the eagle was the symbol of ascension.  This was due to the strong flight of the eagle and its gazed fix on the sun.  In early icons I was best known as the symbol of St. John the Evangelist.


On June 20, 1782, I became the symbol of a new country.  Because of my courage and beauty, I was chosen to symbolize the new United States of America.  The eagle became a prominent feature of the seal of state of the new republic.


In the nineteen century, French troops under Napoleon conquered Europe under the symbol of the eagle.   Many French soldiers gave their lives to protect the golden eagle that supported the French flag on the battleground. 


From this early beginning, I have been used in many ways to symbolize the ideals of this country.  Several states have the eagle on their state flags.   You can find me on the coins of America from the beginning to present day.  I have a prominent place in America as in ancient Rome as a symbol of power and authority. The emblems of the President, Vice President, several members of the President’s cabinet, and most branches of the armed forces center on the eagle.  


From the god of the Assyrians to the symbol of the Caesars to the emblem of this country, it was thus fitting that the eagle should have a part in the most momentous achievements of man.  The Apollo 11 crew chose Eagle as the name for the lunar module that was to make history.   As with the words of Eagle Scout Neil Armstrong – “Houston, Tranquility Base here.  The Eagle has landed.” – man was on the moon.


In 1911, following tradition as old as man himself, the Boy Scouts of America chose the eagle to symbolize the very highest in achievement.  Through all of history, I have been the symbol of man’s best; now the eagle is the symbol of Scouting’s best.


Eagle candidate…. please be seated.


([Eagle candidate name] and [past Scoutmaster name] take their seats at stage right.)

Mstr of Ceremony
(Approaches the podium from seat behind the podium)


Would all Eagle Scouts in the audience please stand and state your name, the year you became an Eagle Scout, your Troop number, and its location.


(Point to one Eagle Scout to start the process.)


We appreciate your being here this afternoon to welcome this fine Eagle Scout into your ranks.  You may be seated.


(Master of ceremonies returns to his seat on the podium.)

Past Scoutmaster
(Approaches the podium from seat in the audience.)


We have the honor and pleasure of recognizing [Eagle candidate name] for the rank of Eagle Scout.  This is an important and serious matter.  The parents and Scout leaders of this candidate have labored long and faithfully over the years to guide him towards alert and participating citizenship through the Boy Scout program. Their efforts culminate today in the presentation of the Eagle Badge.


The Boy Scout movement constitutes one of the most wholesome and significant developments of our day.  This scout has proven to be active in his troop, school, church and community.  We found that he has demonstrated his abilities in activities that are constructive and worthwhile.   We believe that he qualifies for the Eagle rank.  Last and most importantly is the character of the candidate.  It was our finding that this candidate is endeavoring to put into daily practice the principles of the Scout Oath and Law, which include integrity and honor.  We believe that he is qualified as an Eagle Scout, and that he will continue those habits of conduct in the future.


In light of this inquiry by the Eagle Board of Review, the Court of Honor finds this candidate qualified to receive the rank of Eagle Scout.  I would now like to read to you a letter that [Eagle candidate name] received from the Chief Scout Executive.


([past Scoutmaster name] reads the letter of congratulations from the Chief Scout Executive.  Upon completion, he returns to his seat in the audience.)

Introduction of the Eagle Scout

Scoutmaster
(Scoutmaster returns to the front of the stage.)


[Eagle candidate’s parent’s names] and [Eagle candidate name], will you please join me in the Honor Area?


([Eagle candidate name] and his parents join the Scoutmaster on the stage.)


[Eagle candidate name], by the authority vested in me by the National Court of Honor of the Boy Scouts of America, it is my pleasure to be involved in the presentation of this award and a privilege to pronounce you an Eagle Scout.


(The Scoutmaster extends the Scout Handclasp to [Eagle candidate name].)


In recognition of advice and guidance along the trail to the Eagle rank, I will ask your mother now to pin the rank of the Eagle Scout upon you.

Eagle’s mother
(Mother pins the Eagle Scout badge on the left pocket flap.  She will then make a few appropriate remarks of congratulations.)

Scoutmaster
Service and patient perseverance has been shown by your leaders as they helped you toward worthy manhood.  It is, therefore, appropriate that your eagle project advisor should present you with the Eagle Scout Certificate and Neckerchief, respectively.  Would [Eagle advisor’s name] please come forward to present [Eagle candidate name] his Eagle Scout Certificate?

(The Eagle advisor comes front and center, and faces the audience.)

Eagle Advisor
(He will read the certificate aloud and present it to [Eagle candidate name] with a Scout Handclasp.  He may ad-lib a few congratulatory words if desired, and then will return to his seat.)

Scoutmaster
[Eagle advisor name] will now present [Eagle candidate name] his Eagle Scout Neckerchief?


(comes front and center, and faces the audience.)

Eagle Advisor
(He will place the neckerchief and slide on [Eagle candidate name], and concludes with the Scout Handclasp.  He may ad-lib a few congratulatory words if desired, and then will return to his seat.)

Scoutmaster
[Eagle candidate name] will now present his father the Eagle Tie Clasp to remind him of the Eagle Trail and his contribution to [Eagle candidate name] along the way.

Eagle candidate
(Pins the Eagle Tie Clasp on Dad – a hug is okay.)

Scoutmaster
No one will ever know the unnumbered acts of self-sacrifice from your mother.  As a symbol of her devotion and what she has made possible, the Court will ask you to present your mother with the Eagle Mother’s pin. 

Eagle candidate
(Pins the Eagle Mother’s Pin on Mother’s ribbon – give a hug and a kiss.)

Scoutmaster
May I congratulate you again, and may I remind you that Scouting should now become an even greater tie between the son and parents, binding you even more closely as a family.  To you, Eagle Scout [Eagle candidate name], I express confidence that you will honor Scouting with your life and service as today Scouting honors you.


(Extends [Eagle candidate name] the Scout Handclasp, and then shakes hands with parents.  [Eagle candidate’s parent’s names] and [Eagle candidate name] return to their seats.)

Mstr of Ceremony
[Scoutmaster’s name] will now come issue the Eagle Charge and Oath?


(Scoutmaster walks to the podium.  Master of Ceremonies takes his seat behind the podium.)

Scoutmaster 
Scouts of all nations make up one of the most wholesome and significant movements in the world’s history.  You, [Eagle candidate name], have been judged by the Boy Scouts of America as being worthy of this honor.  All who know you rejoice in your achievement.  This award, as you will know, is one of honor and responsibility.  You are a marked man.  As an Eagle Scout, you have assumed a solemn obligation to do your duty to God, to Country, to your fellow Scouts, and to mankind in general.   This is a great undertaking.  As you live up to your obligations you bring honor to yourself and to your brother Scouts.


America has many good things to give you and your children after you; but these good things depend for the most part on the quality of her citizens.  Our country has had a great past.  You can help make the future even greater.


I charge you to undertake your citizenship with a solemn dedication.  Be a leader, but lead only toward the best.  Lift up every task you do and every office you hold to the highest level of service to God and to your fellow man.


So live and serve, that those who know you will be inspired to finer living.  I charge you to be among those who dedicate their hearts, hands, skills, and abilities to the common good.  Help to build America’s future by continuing to set an example of clean living, honest work, unselfish citizenship, and reverence for God, no matter what others may do.  You will leave behind you a record of which you may be justly proud.  


Eagle Candidate [Eagle candidate name], I charge you to enter this Eagle Scout brotherhood holding without reservation and ever before you the ideals of honor and service.  By repetition of the Eagle Scout promise before your fellow members, you will become an Eagle Scout.  When you pledge yourself on your sacred honor, you will be sealing your eternal loyalty to the code of the Eagle Scout with the same words that closed the Declaration of Independence.


All Eagle Scouts here today please stand and renew your Eagle Scout promise as [Eagle candidate name] joins our brotherhood.


([Eagle candidate name] will join Scoutmaster front and center on the stage; give Scout Sign.) 


Repeat after me:


I reaffirm my allegiance…


…to the three promises of the Scout Oath


…I thoughtfully recognize


…and take upon myself


…the obligations and responsibilities


…of an Eagle Scout.


…On my honor, I will do my best


…to make my training an example


…and may status and my influence


…count strongly for better Scouting


…and for better citizenship


…in my troop,


…in my community,


…and in my contacts with other people.


…To this I pledge my sacred honor.


Two!  

(Extends [Eagle candidate name] the Scout Handclasp.)

Please be seated.  

(Scoutmaster returns to the podium.)
  
[Eagle candidate name], your conduct along the trail has been excellent.  You have rededicated yourself to the principles of Scouting.  Nevertheless, one more thing is important – your future.  As an Eagle Scout, you become a guide to other Scouts.  You become an example in your community.  Remember that your actions are now a little more conspicuous and people will expect more of you.  To falter in your responsibility would reflect not only on you, but also on your fellow Eagles and all of Scouting.  The torch you carry is not only yours, but it is also ours.


(Scoutmaster returns to his seat on the podium)

Congratulations  - make this personal to your situation
Mstr of Ceremony
(Approaches the podium from seat behind the podium.)


At this time, I would like to introduce ______________             , who has asked to make a presentation on behalf of the Knights of Columbus. 

KofC Rep
(Makes presentation from the front of the stage.)

Mstr of Ceremony
Thank you, Mr. _______.  I would now like to introduce ________________, of the Cary Apex Elks Lodge Number 2798 who would like to make a presentation to our Eagle Scout.
Town of Cary Rep
(Makes presentation of Town of Cary Proclamation from the front of the stage.)

Mstr of Ceremony
At this time, would like ____________________, to come forward, to present the flag and book of commendation letters to [Eagle candidate name].


(will present a flag flown over the capital on July 4th 2006, and read or note a few letters of commendation)

The Eagle’s Response

Mstr of Ceremony
Thank you, [flag presenter name] at this time, our newest Eagle Scout, [Eagle candidate name], would like to say a few words.


(Master of ceremonies returns to his seat in the audience.)

Eagle candidate
([Eagle candidate name] makes his remarks from the podium.  When completed, he will take his seat on the stage.) 

Closing

Mstr of Ceremony
We will now have the benediction

Chaplain
(Walks up to the podium from the audience.  Says appropriate Scouting-themed Benediction of his choice, and returns to her seat in the front row.)

Mstr of Ceremony
(Approaches the podium from his seat in the audience.  Gives the Scout Sign until silence is achieved.) 


Thank you for joining us today for this Eagle Court of Honor.  Following the retiring of the Colors, please join us for a luncheon reception here in the cafeteria.


Color Guard…retire the Colors!


(Gives Scout Salute while Colors are being retired.)

Color Guard
(Retreats Colors and comes to front and center stage.)

Mstr of Ceremony
Color Guard…retire the Colors! 

Color Guard
(Retires Colors to the back of the room.) 

Mstr of Ceremony
(Once Colors have reached the back of the room.)


Two!
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